
Position Description: Public Engagement Assistant 

(American Center Assistant) 

 

 Basic Function of the Position: 

 

The incumbent supports daily delivery of a dynamic, multi-faceted schedule of activities at the U.S. 

Mission's American Center, seeking to identify new and emerging influencers in Sri Lanka. 

Develops and maintains ties with the Emerging Voices (EV) sector in the region to support U.S. 

foreign policy goals and America's interests. Coordinates the relationship between the Public 

Affairs Section and the American Center (AC)'s several thousand members, the general public, and 

additional monthly visitors/patrons. 

 

 Major Duties and responsibilities: 

 

DELIVERY OF INFORMATION AND PROGRAMMING (70%) 

 

Oversees daily delivery of a dynamic, multi-faceted schedule of activities, projects and events 

designed to attract emerging voices (EV) audiences to visit and become engaged with the 

American Center.  Interacts intensively with EV audiences to provide customer service and elicits 

informal feedback to evaluate impact of information and programs.     

 

Engages new and emerging influencers by implementing strategies to recruit hard-to-reach 

audiences, and keeping current members engaged through innovative programs. Assists in 

developing the AC as an incubator for innovative initiatives, including virtual engagement 

initiatives, for outreach to less accessible audience groups.   

 

Assists in developing the AC's monthly calendar and organizes, implements, and reports on 

monthly Center programs including U.S. foreign policy and speaker programs.  Coordinates 

attendance for programs such as conferences, film showings, book and English discussions.  

Coordinates with other American Spaces and Sri Lankan institutions to support digital programs 

in collaboration with the Digital Production Coordinator.  Assists patrons and members with 

access to authoritative information about the U.S., U.S. foreign policy and American interests.  

Assists patrons with using AC resources, and briefs them on AC services and resources.  Conducts 

research on U.S. culture, government, social issues and other topics in response to public or 

internal Mission inquiries, using traditional and electronic resources. 

 

Assesses impact of previous AC activities and projects to determine relative level of effectiveness 

in establishing initial contact and sustaining dialogue with key target audience groups.  Evaluates 

and deploys data gathering tools to accompany audience outreach products to gauge American 



Center audience demographics, interests, engagement, and satisfaction.  Designs surveys and polls 

to capture critical statistics on program attendees, including, but not limited to, gender, age, 

professional/academic affiliation, and hierarchical position. Analyzes data generated by RSVP 

responses and audience surveys to create reports and make presentations.  Produces reporting 

products to enhance PAS understanding of who attends American Center programs and which 

program attributes (e.g., type of event, schedule, and theme) attract different types of target 

audiences.  Maintains an American Center audience database and contributes to Public Affairs 

contact management databases. 

 

Recommends monitoring techniques and metrics for evaluating effectiveness of engagements, 

initiatives, and the overall program.  Identifies the communities and audiences where education 

outreach has the greatest impact, through direct observation, relationship building, demographic 

statistics, public opinion polling, and analysis of communication and language preferences.  

Assesses previous activities to fine-tune planned initiatives; identifies project objectives, 

assessment methods, and outcomes for those initiatives.   

 

Initiates audience analyses, in collaboration with the EV Specialist and Alumni Coordinator, to 

identify the specific EV segments of the Sri Lankan population with growing influence on issues of 

importance to the Mission and analyze how best to appeal to and engage them.  Observes 

attitudinal trends in Sri Lankan EV perspectives on U.S. policy interests; proposes appropriate 

shifts in PD approaches to take advantage of opportunities and/or meet emerging challenges.     

 

Assesses previous American Spaces activities to fine-tune planned initiatives; identifies project 

objectives, assessment methods, and outcomes for those initiatives.  Assesses impact of previous 

activities and projects to determine relative level of effectiveness in establishing initial contact and 

sustaining dialogue with key target audience groups.  Actively plans at least one year in advance 

American Center projects and longer-term initiatives that will provide sustained, ongoing 

engagement with target audiences, incorporating performance targets and evaluative benchmarks 

for continuous feedback.  

 

Drafts plans, performance goals, benchmarks, and risk assessments for projects and initiatives to 

engage EV audiences, including experiential learning (EXPL), exchange, and alumni programs, 

ensuring that strategic and performance goals for all EV activities are consistent and 

complementary.  Evaluates previous PD activities for impact and cost-effectiveness as the basis for 

improved planning and enhanced performance, including use of third-party evaluators.  Assesses 

evaluation of previous activities to fine-tune projections for planned initiatives; identifies project 

objectives, assessment methods, and outcomes.   

 

Analyzes demographic, communication and influence patterns of the EV sector to identify those 

audience groups of greatest potential to affect U.S. foreign policy priorities.  Collaborates on DOS 

and post-funded polls, uses poll results, audience analysis and analytics, and gathers his/her own 

data to interpret Sri Lankan context and identify optimal means of obtaining policy goals. Expands 

Mission understanding of the genesis of emerging networks and changing influence patterns in Sri 

Lankan EV sector by developing substantive relationships with Sri Lankan political, intellectual, 



academic, and cultural leaders and institutions who follow EV sector issues, as the basis for 

strategic planning, analysis, and identifying performance targets 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE FUNCTIONS (30%) 

 

Prepares Center's programming spaces for members throughout the day and for special events 

(seating configurations, A/V requirements, etc.), and maintains order, safety, and security 

standards.  Ensures that the Center is accessible and appealing in order to attract EV audiences. 

 

Provides recommendations to the ACD on the purchase of new books, DVDs, and periodicals 

available on the local and/or international market.  Coordinates with Partner American Spaces on 

new materials and/or resources available, arranges their delivery.  Coordinates with the Resource 

Coordination Specialist and Assistant on all administrative, financial, equipment and supplies 

support for the American Center and Partner American Spaces.  Maintains an inventory of AC 

books, supplies, and equipment and recommends which and when replacements are needed to the 

ACD. 

 

Responsible for the American Center Library's circulation desk and maintains appropriate record 

systems for the desk.  Prepares regular circulation reports and statistics. Manages the Center's 

library database and follows up on all overdue materials by sending out email notifications. 

Responsible for technical activities of the American Center Library such as selecting, developing, 

cataloging and classifying library resources. Inspects returned books for damages and makes 

necessary repairs and conducts regular shelf reading in the library.  Reviews incoming documents 

and periodicals and identifies items of interest. Registers new American Center members. Serves 

as the primary point of contact for visitors and patrons visiting the American Center Library. 

Responds to inquiries for information about the United States from general public, patrons and 

Mission staff. Coordinates with facilities team to improve and maintain a clean and welcoming 

space for visitors. Maintains daily cash collection and handles cash register collecting photocopy, 

print out and membership processing fees. Prepares cash voucher (monthly) and deposits the 

recycling funds to cashier at the Finance Section at the Embassy.  Provides details of recycling 

funds via a memo to American Center Director for sending cables to Washington (on a monthly 

basis). 

 

Manages and trains FSOs and new LE staff colleagues on use of the Center's membership database. 

 

Serves as Grants Officer Representative (GOR) for American Center's grants/cooperative 

agreements, with responsibilities as indicated in Delegation of Authority letter.  For PA or IIP 

initiated grants, acts as liaison between Department-based GOR and local implementing 

institution(s) as required. 

 

Manages AC email/correspondence, including in-house and public requests for AC facilities/space.  

Liaises with GSO, RSO, Maintenance and other Mission sections on events (in-house and off-site) 

hosted by the AC, including pre-clearance of all events and invited guests for security purposes. 


