
MCC Land Successes 
 
MCC and its partner countries have invested in land and property rights projects because of the critical 
role land plays in economic development. These projects empower the poor, improve access to land for 
productive use, and clarify laws that define property ownership. Access to a small farm plot can be vital 
to the day-to-day survival of a rural family, providing family members with food, household income and 
the possibility of lifting themselves out of poverty. Successful land projects can have systemic and long-
lasting impact on economic growth and poverty reduction. 
 
MCC works in close partnership with partner governments, which implement and oversee MCC grants. 
The United States has never acquired or leased lands under any MCC grant, nor have MCC grants ever 
facilitated the transfer of land to foreign governments or firms. In fact, MCC’s land programs improve 
the land rights of the poor and strengthen the independence and sovereignty of MCC’s partner 
countries. 
 
MCC has had many successful partnerships with governments on land. 

• In Madagascar, MCC’s grant enabled the issuance of land certificates to legally recognize 
traditionally held rights. 

• In Mali, MCC funding developed 5,000 hectares for irrigation. Farmers become owners of the 
irrigated land.  

• In Ghana, formal land rights were given for the first time on more than 2,500 hectares of land. 
• In Mozambique, MCC grant funding provided titles to more than 160,000 citizens and their 

families.  
• In Benin, MCC helped provide farmers with titles to their land, empowering them to shift toward 

higher-value, long-term crops. 
• In Mongolia, MCC funding improved registry systems, resulting in shorter processing times to 

register property and more land transactions. 
• In Cabo Verde, MCC helped provide Cabo Verdeans acquire more secure land rights and a single 

source of land rights and boundaries information. 
• In Nicaragua, a land titling pilot activity resulted in the distribution of more than 2,800 property 

titles. 
 
Government land administration in Sri Lanka has many challenges. There are multiple institutions 
involved, there is no mechanism in place to resolve land disputes quickly, and records are paper-based. 
State lands are not developed optimally, so local investors are discouraged from starting or expanding 
their businesses. 
 
To improve the situation, the Government of Sri Lanka has requested MCC’s assistance to strengthen 
government land administration and provide Sri Lankan citizens with secure titles to land. The grant 
would expand existing Government initiatives, including the eState Land Information and Management 
System (eSLIMS), the eLand Registry, and the Bim Saviya program to convert property deeds to titles. It 
would also digitize vulnerable paper records and strengthen the Government’s valuation department. 
These programs will improve tenure security for landowners, reduce costly and time-consuming land 
disputes, and help economic growth as land is used more efficiently. 
 


